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Educators know the significant
obstacles to opportunity, 
particularly for students from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

Merit helps create opportunity.

Merit is committed to increasing 
support to more students so that 
they can pursue apprenticeships, 
trade school programs, colleges and 
universities.

We want to help you, help students.
Please encourage your students to
apply. 

Your support is important.

Thank you,

Brian Smeenk

PRESIDEN T'S  
MESSAGE

Brilliance is 

evenly

distributed,

Opportunity

is not.
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To establish an alumni 

program that provides

mentoring and networking  

opportunities for all alumni.

Expand this powerful

motivational tool for both 

students and educators.

A solut ion

that  rewards more
than just marks.
• Engaged learner

• Resil ience

• Work ethic

• Contr ibut ion to school

• Contribut ion to commu nity

and family
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ABOUT 
MERIT

A Bold Vision

To be a leading contributor in

recognition and financial awards 

to grade 11 and grade12 students

in high-needs GTHA schools.

To provide incentives to youth of all

abilities to pursue advancement

through education and to contribute to 

their communities.



A diverse pool of ap plicants

75% visible minorit ies

Low-income relief
66 .4% of 2023  rec ipien t s with 

hous ehold inc ome of less than $60,000

Graduat ion rates of 98%
Abo ve the prov incial ave rage

Volunte erism ampli f ied
Recipien ts play a major role on

our co mmittee s

Mot iva tio na l insp irat ion
Recip ient survey indicates posit ive 

impact on purs uing po st-sec ond ary

ed ucatio n
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MERIT
IM PACT

Over 29 years of 

opening

doors.
12,286 Applications

 4,265 Bursaries granted

$3.5M Awarded

   3 School boards

   95 High schools



BURSARY 
AM OUN TS
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$5,000
Leaders

of Tomorrow  
Grade 12

$2,000
Very 

Deserving  
Grade 12

$1,000
Deserving  
Grade 12

$500
Deserving  
Grade 11

4 Levels of Bursaries

One Application



Who can apply

  Grade 11 and 12

students with  a 

minimum of 16 credit s

Return ing  to school 

ful l-t ime (secondary  or 

po st-secondary )

Attending a participating 

school from TDSB, 

TCDSB, PDSB (see 

meritaward.ca) 

CREATE an account on the 

application website

STUDENT
APPLICATION
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COMPLETE the3-part application
1. Secure academic references by 

 March 23, 2026

2. Secure extracurricular references

3. Personal informat ion

SUBMIT the application
with references no later
than March 26, 2026

Application Steps

http://www.meritaward.ca/
https://apply-meritaward.smapply.io/
https://apply-meritaward.smapply.io/


Teacher Review Consist s of:

1 . Compl et ing  the r ec omm end at ion

      f orm on the S M  Apply porta l

2 . Complete  r eferences  by  Ma rc h 25

Admin Review Consist s of:

1 . U ploading a s tudent  s ta tus  sheet  / 

s tudent  g radua t ion summ ary

2 . Provi ding a s tudent  r a ti ng –

   most deser ving , v ery deser ving,

   deser ving , not  nom inated

3 . Comm ents  ( i f  any)

4 .R eview subm it ted  appl i ca ti ons  by 

   Ma r ch 30 , 2026

You can contac t the Mer i t Award

t eam any t ime with ques ti ons at

in f o@meri t awa rd.ca
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TEACHER / 
ADMIN STEPS

mailto:meritaward.ca
mailto:meritaward.ca
mailto:meritaward.ca
mailto:meritaward.ca


KEY 
DATES

APPLICATION DATES

Monday, December 1, 2025

Applications Open

Monday, March 23, 2026

Student Deadline to Request References

Wednesday, March 25, 2026

Reference Submission Deadline by Referee

Thursday, March 26, 2026

Student Application Submission Deadline

Monday, March 30, 2026

School Admin Review and Submission
Deadline

AWARD DATES

June 2026

Award Notificat ion

June 2026

Award Ceremony

Fall 2026

Bursary Funds Distributed

following proof of school

enrollment

QUESTIONS?

Please email info@meritaward.ca
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